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ON THE PASSING OF BOWIE CITY 

COUNCILMAN WILLIAM AUGUS-
TUS ALESHIRE 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart to mark the passing of a 
man that meant a great deal to the people of 
Maryland’s Fifth Congressional District—16- 
year Bowie City Council veteran, William Au-
gustus Aleshire. 

Bill’s life was one of service. He served his 
country in the Air Force through two tours in 
Vietnam. He served his neighbors as a Wash-
ington, DC, police officer for more than 20 
years. And he served his community as a 
member of the Bowie City Council—and more 
significantly, as an impassioned leader who al-
ways thought of others before thinking of him-
self. 

Bill was a man that truly understood what 
public service is all about. Those who knew 
him best know that he had a fondness for cos-
tumes. At Christmas, he made appearances 
throughout the city of Bowie as Santa Claus. 
At Easter, he visited local parks and hospitals 
as the Easter Bunny. And he even made pub-
lic appearances as ‘‘McGruff the Crime Dog’’ 
to help keep Bowie’s children on the right 
track. 

I always thought of Bill as a partner in our 
shared pursuit to enhance the quality of life in 
the city of Bowie—and I know that his bois-
terous personality and impeccable character 
will be profoundly missed throughout all of 
Prince George’s County, Maryland. 

My condolences—and those of a grateful 
community—go out to Bill’s wife, Clara, to his 
daughter, Emily, and to everyone whose life 
was touched by William Augustus Aleshire 
during this most difficult of times. 

f 

HONORING MRS. JUDY HANLEY OF 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 105 ON HER 
RETIREMENT 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an outstanding educator in my dis-
trict, Mrs. Judy Hanley. In June, Mrs. Hanley 
will retire from School District 105 after 48 
years of distinguished service and leadership. 
Her remarkable contributions to students, col-
leagues, and the entire District 105 community 
will always be remembered and her presence 
will be sorely missed. As we approach the end 
of this school year, I would like to extend my 
appreciation to Mrs. Hanley for her dedication 
and commitment to providing quality edu-
cation. 

Mrs. Hanley will retire from Hodgkins Ele-
mentary School as Assistant Principal. 
Throughout her impressive career, she has 
taken an active role in the leadership of the 
school. Specifically, Mrs. Hanley has served 
on the curriculum committee, the professional 
development committee, and the staff devel-
opment committee. In addition to Mrs. Han-
ley’s committee positions, she has also served 

as President of the School District 105 Teach-
er’s Association. Together, these combined ef-
forts have helped to make School District 105 
a better place for staff to work and children to 
learn. 

Mrs. Hanley’s tireless work has also bene-
fited the local Hodgkins community. She has 
played a leading role in organizing the local 
book fair and has acted as a sponsor of the 
annual pumpkin decorating contest—a Hodg-
kins tradition. In 1999, the Whispering Oak 
Girls Scout Council recognized Mrs. Hanley 
with the Woman of Distinction Award in Edu-
cation and, in 2000, the West Suburban 
Chamber of Commerce honored Mrs. Hanley 
with the Millennium Award. In addition to these 
special awards, she was also a 1999 and 
2000 Legacy Award Finalist. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Mrs. Judy Hanley for her half-century 
of service as a dedicated educator. Through-
out her career, she has shown a strong com-
mitment to teaching and to her community. As 
a result of her passion, her work has signifi-
cantly impacted the lives of countless stu-
dents, parents, and fellow teachers alike. I 
thank Judy for her lifelong service to her com-
munity and wish her a happy, healthy, and ful-
filling retirement. 

f 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, as we 
prepare to celebrate Memorial Day, Congress 
has a duty to honor our veterans not just with 
our words but with our deeds. I was proud to 
join with colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
yesterday to pass legislation that will help pro-
vide our courageous veterans with the re-
sources they have earned and deserve. 

Yesterday, the House of Representatives 
passed several pieces of legislation that ad-
dress some of the new challenges facing vet-
erans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. 

H.R. 2199, The Traumatic Brain Injury/Rural 
Veterans Outreach, ensures that our veterans 
are properly screened for Traumatic Brain In-
jury and receive the appropriate treatment. 
More than half of combat casualties in Iraq 
and Afghanistan have associated brain inju-
ries, often due to improvised explosive de-
vices. The legislation also expands VA re-
sources to provide rural communities with 
‘‘mobile vet centers’’ for mental health services 
and benefits outreach. 

H.R. 612, The Returning Servicemember VA 
Healthcare Insurance Act helps ensure sol-
diers with mental health conditions that are 
often not immediately diagnosed, such as 
post-traumatic stress disorder, are treated by 
making them eligible for health care due to 
combat service for five years after leaving ac-
tive duty. 

H.R. 67, The Veterans Outreach Improve-
ment Act (H.R. 67) allows the VA to partner 
with state and local governments to reach out 
to veterans and their families in ensuring they 
receive the benefits they have earned. 

H.R. 2239, The Early Access to Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Employment Benefits Act 
extends eligibility for rehabilitation benefits 
from the Veterans’ Affairs Department. 

Finally, H.R. 1470, The Chiropractic Care 
Available to All Veterans Act requires that 
chiropractic care and services be provided to 
veterans at all Department of Veterans Affairs 
medical centers. 

Since January, the new Democratic-led 
Congress has worked to honor veterans by 
improving veterans’ health care, strengthening 
benefits for our men and women in uniform 
today, and providing long-overdue benefits for 
the veterans and military retirees who have al-
ready served. I was proud to support the 
measures we passed yesterday as well as any 
legislation that will improve benefits and serv-
ices for our brave men and women in uniform 
and our veterans. 

f 

IN HONOR OF TOM FAT 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life of Tom Fat, a 
dedicated civic leader in San Diego. Tom 
passed away on May 17, 2007 and is survived 
by his wife Jenny, daughter Monica, sisters 
Jean Ann Lai and Mable Moffatt of Sac-
ramento, brothers Dr. Kenneth Fat and Jerry 
Fat of Sacramento, and two grandchildren. 

Tom was born in 1940 and grew up working 
in the family restaurant in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia. The Fat City chain is anchored by 
Frank Fat’s, which became a hangout for poli-
ticians and lobbyists in our State’s capital. At 
an early age his father, Frank Fat, instilled in 
him and his siblings a strong work ethic and 
commitment to civic involvement. 

Tom graduated from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley with a degree in business, 
attained a law degree from Hastings School of 
Law and received his master’s of law in tax-
ation at New York University. He also served 
for 3 years as a captain in the U.S. Army. 

After practicing law in Los Angeles for a few 
years, Tom joined his family in Sacramento to 
help operate their successful restaurant busi-
ness. In 1976 Tom visited San Diego to re-
search business opportunities and moved 
there the following year to operate China 
Camp, which fused Chinese cuisine with 
Western style cooking, and Frank Fat’s, which 
was renamed Fat City Steakhouse—still a 
popular place for local government leaders to 
come together. 

The success of Tom’s restaurants assisted 
in the growth and development of downtown 
San Diego and the revival of the Little Italy 
community, which helped to link the area be-
tween San Diego International Airport and the 
city center. 

Not only was Tom’s entrepreneurship inspir-
ing to all those around him, but his civic lead-
ership was truly commendable. As an avid 
community leader, Tom served as the Chair-
man of the San Diego Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, President of the San Diego Res-
taurant Association, Director of the San Diego 
Film Commission and as a member of the Lit-
tle Italy Association. 

He worked in the Asian Pacific Islander 
community to mentor youth to encourage their 
participation in civic affairs and the political 
process. Tom developed strong relationships 
with political leaders of both parties and built 
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a reputation as a consensus builder on many 
local issues. 

Tom is best remembered for his humani-
tarian efforts and his enthusiasm as a tireless 
advocate for San Diego. His carefree nature 
and long white hair made him stand out in a 
crowd. Although he is gone now, Tom left an 
inspiring legacy for entrepreneurs, civic lead-
ers, and youth in our community. 

I would like to express my deepest sym-
pathy to Tom Fat’s family and honor his life 
and contributions to the San Diego commu-
nity. He was admired by so many people for 
so many reasons, and the impact he had on 
San Diego will stay alive in the many positive 
changes he helped to achieve and the memo-
ries of him which we will never forget. He will 
be greatly missed. 

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker, for 
the opportunity to honor such a remarkable in-
dividual. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SWEDESBERG 
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY ON 
THEIR 65TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Swedesburg Volunteer Fire Com-
pany, located in Upper Merion, Pennsylvania 
on their 65th anniversary. 

Established in 1942 as a civilian defense in 
the face of World War II, the Swedesburg Vol-
unteer Fire Company has become an essen-
tial and respected service institution in my dis-
trict, providing unrivaled emergency response 
and civic services. Its first engine, a Hale-Ford 
500 GPM pumper was purchased for just 
$5,000. Today a comparable truck would cost 
around $400,000. 

Over the course of the past 65 years we 
have seen a distinct evolution in the 
Swedesburg Volunteer Fire Company, but one 
thing has remained contant—the Company’s 
volunteers have been steadfast in their service 
and dedication to the community. 

As we look back on the past 65 years, there 
are some important dates to note: 

May 11, 1942: Swedesburg Volunteer Fire 
Company is incorporated by Montgomery 
County. Its first meetings are in Michael 
Brodowski’s Tavern and Stanley Knaisiak’s 
barbershop. 

1946: Swedesburg’s Ladies Auxiliary is es-
tablished by company president, Bernard S. 
Gutkowski, Sr. 

1951: Swedesburg Volunteer Fire Com-
pany’s original fire house is built on Church 
Road thanks to generous contributions from 
James Lees & Sons, among many others. 

1953: The development of the PA Turnpike 
Delaware River Extension charges right 
through Swedesburg’s back yard and the fire-
house, along with 32 homes, are razed for its 
development. 

1954: Volunteers and the community rally to 
construct the present-day firehouse on Jeffer-
son Street. 

1960s: The Junior Fireman’s Corps is estab-
lished for volunteers between the ages of 17 
and 21. 

1975: The Company establishes a Vehicle 
Rescue Unit with its first ‘‘Jaws of Life’’. 

1983: Swedesburg is among the first com-
panies in Pennsylvania to be certified in vehi-
cle rescue. 

1986: Swedesburg establishes its water res-
cue team with the purchase of its first boat 
and hours of training for 30 personnel. 

1991: An addition to the existing firehouse is 
completed, with a larger engine room and im-
proved radio room, a new meeting room and 
offices. 

One of the greatest services in my district 
comes from first responders who are on the 
frontlines protecting us. They are required to 
balance the demands of their service with their 
families and full-time careers. I ask that every-
one please join me in congratulating the 
Swedesburg Volunteer Fire Company and all 
of the men and women that have helped serve 
their community over the past 65 years. 

f 

HONORING MINNESOTA’S EMER-
GENCY SERVICES WORKERS—EX-
TRAORDINARY PEOPLE, EX-
TRAORDINARY SERVICE 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the emergency service work-
ers of Minnesota. This week is National Emer-
gency Services Week and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to recognize the extraordinary 
dedication and service of Minnesota’s Emer-
gency Medical Dispatchers, First Responders, 
Emergency Medical Technicians, Paramedics, 
Emergency Department Nurses and Physi-
cians and introduce this brief proclamation. 

Whereas, emergency medical services is a 
vital public service; and 

Whereas, the members of emergency med-
ical services teams are ready to provide life-
saving care to those in need 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week; and 

Whereas, access to quality emergency care 
dramatically improves the survival and recov-
ery rate of those who experience sudden ill-
ness or injury; and 

Whereas, the emergency medical services 
system consists of emergency physicians, 
emergency nurses, emergency medical techni-
cians, paramedics, firefighters, educators, ad-
ministrators and others; and 

Whereas, the members of emergency med-
ical services teams, whether career or volun-
teer, engage in thousands of hours of special-
ized training and continuing education to en-
hance their lifesaving skills; and 

Whereas, it is appropriate to recognize the 
value and the accomplishments of emergency 
medical services providers by designating 
Emergency Medical Services Week; and 

Now, therefore, I—KEITH ELLISON—Con-
gressman for the Fifth District of Minnesota 
hereby proclaim the week of May 20–26, 
2007, as National Emergency Services Week. 

f 

IN HONOR OF HARRY AND 
BARBARA KRAMER 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor 2 true western Pennsylvania heroes, 

Mr. Harry Kramer and his wife, Barbara. 
‘‘Uncle Harry,’’ as he is known to generations 
of campers, was Executive Director of YMCA 
Camp Kon-O-Kwee in Fombell, Beaver County 
for 37 years, before retiring this spring. On 
June 2, hundreds of campers, parents, coun-
selors, and others touched by Harry’s kind-
ness and selflessness will return to Camp 
Kon-O-Kwee to honor Uncle Harry and his 
wife, Aunt Barbara, and to dedicate the brand 
new dining hall as ‘‘Kramer Hall.’’ 

Harry and Barbara have devoted their lives 
to helping others. Together they turned Camp 
Kon-O-Kwee from a ramshackle boys camp 
slated for closure into the country’s premier 
camp for special needs children and adults. 
Kon-O-Kwee also serves as a place for at-risk 
youth retreats, senior citizen camping trips, 
school field trips, and parent-child weekend 
campouts. Over 17,000 campers come to 
Kon-O-Kwee each year, and Uncle Harry and 
Aunt Barbara’s warm smiles and big hearts 
have made an indelible imprint on each and 
every one. 

Madam Speaker, these 2 western Penn-
sylvanians are shining examples of what the 
rest of us should strive to be. They have 
worked tirelessly for almost 40 years to create 
a magical place that Uncle Harry has called 
‘‘heaven on earth.’’ And for the thousands who 
have passed through Camp Kon-O-Kwee—be 
it for a day, a weekend, or a week—it has 
been exactly that. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I extend to them my deepest thanks for 
their years of service to western Pennsylvania 
and I wish them the very best in their well- 
earned retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHANGING 
HANDS BOOKSTORE PUBLISHER’S 
WEEKLY BOOKSELLER OF THE 
YEAR 2007 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the awarding of the 
Publisher’s Weekly Bookseller of the Year for 
2007 to my favorite bookstore, Changing 
Hands, in my hometown of Tempe, Arizona. 

Changing Hands bookstore is a model for 
independent businesses. It has not only sur-
vived, but thrived in the age of ‘‘chain stores’’. 
Changing Hands regularly hosts teens’ and 
kids’ programs, features book signings by 
local and national authors, and is a meeting 
place for book groups. President Jimmy 
Carter, former Secretary of State Madeline 
Albright, as well as Senator HILLARY CLINTON 
are just a few of the notable authors who have 
been featured at events at this Tempe institu-
tion. 

Changing Hands has been a Tempe des-
tination since it first opened its doors in 1974. 
It has attracted a loyal following that draws an 
eclectic group of individuals whose interests 
range from New Age to older age to teen age. 

The business thrives because owners Gail 
Shanks, Bill Sommer, and Suzie Brazil are 
committed to innovation, employee participa-
tion and customer service. Without them, the 
community would have an intellectual void. 

If one were to choose a place in Tempe to 
represent what the community should value, 
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